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Add 10 milliliters of methyl alcohol and
about 0.3 gram of sodium borohydride. (Mini-
mize exposure of the borohydride to the at-
mosphere; a measuring dipper may be used.)
Immediately fit a water-cooled condenser
equipped with a 24/40 joint and with a drying
tube into the flask, mix until the sodium
borohydride is dissolved, and allow to stand
for 30 minutes at room temperature, with
intermittent swirling. At the end of this
time, disconnect the flask and evaporate the
methyl alcohol on the steam bath under ni-
trogen until sodium borohydride begins to
drop out of solution. Remove the flask and
let it cool.

Add 6 milliliters of isooctane to the flask
and swirl to wash the crystalline slurry.
Carefully transfer the isooctane extract to a
250-milliliter separatory funnel. Dissolve the
crystals in the flask with about 25 milliliters
of distilled water and pour this also into the
separatory funnel. Adjust the water volume
in the separatory funnel to about 100 milli-
liters and shake for 1 minute. After separa-
tion of the layers, draw off the aqueous layer
into a second 250-milliliter separatory fun-
nel. Transfer the hydrocarbon layer in the
first funnel to a 25-milliliter volumetric
flask.

Carefully wash the Erlenmeyer flask with
an additional 6 milliliters of isooctane, swirl,
and transfer to the second separatory funnel.
Shake the funnel for 1 minute. After separa-
tion of the layers, draw off the aqueous layer
into the first separatory funnel. Transfer the
isooctane in the second funnel to the volu-
metric flask. Again wash the Erlenmeyer
flask with an additional 6 milliliters of
isooctane, swirl, and transfer to the first
separatory funnel. Shake the funnel for 1
minute. After separation of the layers, draw
off the aqueous layer and discard. Transfer
the isooctane layer to the volumetric flask
and adjust the volume to 25 milliliters of
isooctane. Mix the contents well, then trans-
fer to the first separatory funnel and wash
twice with 50-milliliter portions of distilled
water. Discard the aqueous layers after each
wash.

Determine the ultraviolet absorbance of
the isooctane extract in 5-centimeter path
length cells compared to isooctane as ref-
erence between 280–400 mµ. Determine a rea-
gent blank concurrently with the sample,
using 25 milliliters of purified isooctane in-
stead of a solvent sample and measuring the
ultraviolet absorbance of the blank between
280–400mµ.

The reagent blank absorbance should not
exceed 0.04 per centimeter path length be-
tween 280–289 mµ; 0.020 between 290–359 mµ;
and 0.010 between 360–400 mµ.

Determination of boiling-point range. Use
ASTM method D86–82, ‘‘Standard Method for
Distillation of Petroleum Products,’’ which
is incorporated by reference. Copies may be
obtained from the American Society for

Testing Materials, 1916 Race St., Philadel-
phia, PA 19103, or may be examined at the
Office of the Federal Register, 800 North Cap-
itol Street, NW., suite 700, Washington, DC
20408.

Determination of nonvolatile residue. For hy-
drocarbons boiling below 121° C, determine
the nonvolatile residue by ASTM method
D1353–78, ‘‘Standard Test Method for Non-
volatile Matter in Volatile Solvents for Use
in Paint, Varnish, Lacquer, and Related
Products;’’ for those boiling above 121° C, use
ASTM method D381–80, ‘‘Standard Test
Method for Existent Gum in Fuels by Jet
Evaporation,’’ which methods are incor-
porated by reference. Copies may be obtained
from the American Society for Testing Ma-
terials, 1916 Race St., Philadelphia, PA 19103,
or may be examined at the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, 800 North Capitol Street, NW.,
suite 700, Washington, DC 20408.

(c) Petroleum naphtha containing
antioxidants shall meet the specified
ultraviolet absorbance limits after cor-
rection for any absorbance due to the
antioxidants. Petroleum naphtha may
contain antioxidants authorized for use
in food in an amount not to exceed
that reasonably required to accomplish
the intended effect or to exceed any
prescribed limitations.

(d) Petroleum naphtha is used or in-
tended for use as a solvent in protec-
tive coatings on fresh citrus fruit in
compliance with § 172.210.

[42 FR 14491, Mar. 15, 1977, as amended at 47
FR 11835, Mar. 19, 1982; 49 FR 10104, Mar. 19,
1984; 54 FR 24896, June 12, 1989]

§ 172.255 Polyacrylamide.
Polyacrylamide containing not more

than 0.2 percent of acrylamide mono-
mer may be safely used as a film
former in the imprinting of soft-shell
gelatin capsules when the amount used
is not in excess of the minimum re-
quired to produce the intended effect.

§ 172.260 Oxidized polyethylene.
Oxidized polyethylene may be safely

used as a component of food, subject to
the following restrictions:

(a) Oxidized polyethylene is the basic
resin produced by the mild air oxida-
tion of polyethylene. The polyethylene
used in the oxidation process conforms
to the density, maximum n-hexane ex-
tractable fraction, and maximum xy-
lene soluble fraction specifications pre-
scribed in item 2.3 of the table in
§ 177.1520(c) of this chapter. The
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